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O n Tuesday, March 10, over 200 attendees joined together to celebrate the achievements of our 
School Counts! Scholarship recipients.  The School Counts! program is an integral part of 
education for Cumberland County residents. This county-wide program now serving (10) 

School Counts! Scholarship Reception 
county high schools has provided more than 3.5 million dollars in scholarship support since its 
inception in 2001. To date, more than 3,500 high school students have demonstrated they are 
workforce ready and have benefited from the scholarship.  School Counts! Scholarship 
recipients possess the work ethic critical to the economic growth of our region. To give to the 
School Counts! Scholarship Program, visit: https://cumberlandfoundation.org/school-counts/

School Counts! Scholarship recipients pictured together with Foundation 
Board of Directors at the annual SchoolCounts! Scholarship Reception.

The CEO Group donates $8,000 to the School Counts! Scholarship 
Program.  Pictured Left to Right is Louis Magazzu, Executive Director, 
CEO Group, Robert DeSanto, Esq.– Chair​, Cumberland County 
Education Foundation, Dr. Maria LeBlanc, Executive Director, 
Cumberland County Education Foundation, Robert A. Penza, President 
CEO Group.

School Counts! Scholarship recipients
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Foundation Scholarship 
Reception          

May 7, 2026

School Counts! Golf Classic 
June 4, 2026

Queens of the Greens 
Ladies Golf Event 

September 10, 2026

Designer Handbag Bingo 
October 2, 2026



4 | Making a Difference Spring 2026

Spotlight on Scholarships 

For the fall 2025 and spring 2026 semesters, BOYD Nursing Scholarship students and 
Cilento Family Foundation Scholarship students were selected for scholarships totaling 
nearly $70,000. The BOYD Nursing Scholarship recipients receive tuition, books, and 
fees paid. The Cilento Family Foundation Scholarship recipients each received $7,000 
for the spring 2026 semester. Congratulations to the scholarship award recipients and 
for your continued success in your educational journey! 

Gayle F. Riley Memorial Scholarship

The Gayle F. Riley Memorial Scholarship was established by the Alpha Delta 
Kappa – Chi Chapter, Bridgeton in January 2026. The scholarship is for a 
student in an education related field requiring a 3.0 gpa. The $500 annual 
scholarship can be transferred to any 4-year college or university in the state of 
New Jersey.
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Foundation Events
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Foundation Sponsored Programs and EventsFoundation Sponsored Programs and Events 

OCtober 16, The Cumebrladn Foundation spons

Bingo License Numbers: 512-5-38104 BL-26-2025 RL64-2025 RL65-2025

Foundation board of directors pictured with 
ACT Program scholarship recipients for the 
spring 2026 semester.  

On October 22, students, community members, book clubs, and Cumberland Foundation 
board of directors gathered at the 22nd One Book Event in the Frank Guaracini, Jr. Fine 
and Performing Arts Center.  Set in 1970s Appalachian Ohio, Robin Yocum’s novel, The 
Essay, tells the story of a teenager born into poverty and hopelessness, seemingly destined 
to repeat the failures of generations of men in his family. At its heart is a reaffirmation of 
how, often, it’s the silenced voice that is the most powerful, and, as its title suggests, it is 
today’s much-beleaguered essay that is this story’s second unlikely hero. Robin Yocum is 
the Edgar-nominated author known for his fiction set in the Ohio River Valley. His latest 
novel, The Last Hitman, is set to be released in December 2025 by Crooked Lane Books.
The next One Book event will be in October 2026. For more information on Cumberland 
Foundation events, visit our

The mission of the Adult Center for Transition (ACT) is to 
afford young adults with disabilities, the vocational, 
educational and social skills necessary to become independent 
and contributing members of society. Since the inception of the 
Adult Center for Transition Program (ACT), the Cumberland 
County Education Foundation has awarded over $100,000 in 
scholarships for the Cumberland Campus ACT Program 
students. The Foundation gifted $14,000 for the spring 2026 
semester to students not receiving financial aid for their 
academic studies from the Bingo fundraiser proceeds.

Adult Center for Transition (ACT) Scholarship Program

One Book Committee members pictured 
with Mr. Robin Yocum, author of The 
Essay. 



Thank you  son this 
to everyone who made

memorable!
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