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Foundation Scholarship Reception

T he Cumberland County Education Foundation held its annual scholarship reception on 

May 7, 2026. The scholarship reception honored over 400 donors, scholarship 
recipients and their families. The event memorialized the legacies of the Cumberland 
County community members who have given to the foundation since 1967.  The 
Foundation awards $600,000 per year on average in scholarships to Cumberland 
Over 150 scholarship recipients pictured together in 
appreciation and gratitude with Foundation Board of 
Directors at the annual Foundation Scholarship Reception.

County residents and the reception was a testament to the Foundation’s dedication and 
work to make Cumberland County a strong community.  

The Foundation held its ribbon cutting event 
with the Greater Vineland Chamber of 
Commerce on May 18 with board members 
and the Vineland community to celebrate our 
new location and our new mission. The 
Foundation has expanded its mission to 
helping all Cumberland County residents 
attending a publicly funded college or 
university in the state of New Jersey.

The Vineland Chamber of Commerce, community members, 
and Foundation Board of Directors pictured with Dr. Maria 
LeBlanc, Executive Director, Foundation, for a ribbon cutting 
event celebrating the Foundation's new office space. 

Ribbon Cutting With Greater 
Vineland Chamber of Commerce



MEET OUR FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION BOARD OFFICERS

Bob DeSanto, Chair
Christine Ward Garrison, Ph.D., Vice Chair 

David Hemple, Treasurer
Mary Gruccio, Ed.D., Secretary

Upcoming Foundation Events
                 Foundation Contact Information

Maria LeBlanc, Ed.D., Executive Director   
Email: mleblanc@cumberlandfoundation.org  
Web site: www.cumberlandfoundation.org    
Phone: 856.807.5250
1450 E. Chestnut Ave., Building 2, Suite 2B,
Vineland, NJ 08361

Thomas Isekenegbe, Ph.D.
Lilly Kejzman       
Antonio Mancini             
Jill Mortensen, D.O.   
Deborah Morton        
Shelly Schneider, Ed.D.   
Sherry Kejzman Soutiere

Sharon Daiuto Baxter 
Donna Carolla          
Anthony Carter  
Mark D'Onofrio 
Keith Figgs, Ed.D. 
Nicholas Fiocchi 
Gary Galloway
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Queens of the Greens 
Ladies Golf Event 

September 10, 2026

Designer Handbag Bingo 
October 2, 2026

One Book Author Visit 
October 14, 2026

Designer Handbag Bingo 
February 5, 2027

School Counts! 
Scholarship Reception 

March 10, 2027
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On April 29, Mr. John Borelli, Jr., President & CEO of Newfield National Bank and Mrs. Kathy 
Valla, Senior Executive Vice President of Newfield National Bank presented a $15,000 gift to the 
Cumberland County Education Foundation for the Presenting Sponsor of the Foundation’s 26th annual 
School Counts! Golf Classic supporting the School Counts! Scholarship Program in Cumberland County. 
The scholarships program has awarded scholarships to over 3,000 students at 10 participating county high 
schools. The Foundation has awarded more than four million dollars in scholarships from the School 
Counts! Program. 

Newfield National Bank Gifts $15,000 to the 
School Counts! Scholarship Program

Pictured left to right: Mr. John Borelli, Jr., President & 
CEO of Newfield National Bank, Mr. Bob DeSanto, 
Foundation Chairman, Dr. Maria LeBlanc, Foundation 
Executive Director, and Mrs. Kathy Valla, Senior 
Executive Vice President of Newfield National Bank 

On June 1, the BOYD Scholarship awarded $43,318.04 for the spring 2026 semester. 
The scholarship was award to 15 deserving Cumberland County residents pursuing a degree 
in Nursing. Thank you to the generous contributions each semester from the BOYD 
endowment.

Spotlight on Scholarship Giving

BOYD Scholarship recipients show 
appreciation and gratitude for the spring 2026 
semester scholarships.
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26th Annual School Counts! Golf Classic Held on June 4, 2026
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Fall Foundation Events



The Foundation held its first Speakeasy fundraising event on April 15, 2026 at Restaurant 1920 in 
Richland, NJ. Patrons dressed in speakeasy attire with the ladies dressed in flapper dresses and men in pin 
stripped suites. This fun, memorable event raised over $10,000 for the School Counts! Program. School 
Counts! Scholarship student, Sophie Sacco, expressed her gratitude and appreciation to the Foundation 
and its donors for providing the scholarship opportunity to Cumberland County residents.

Speakeasy Event Raises Over $10,000 for 
School Counts! Scholarship Program
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Speakeasy patrons enjoyed the themed event in 
style.

School Counts! Scholarship recipient, Sophie 
Sacco, spoke about her experience in the program.

Pictured left to right: Dr. Keith Figgs, Tony Mancini, Mark D'Onofrio, Gary Galloway, Debbie Morton, Sophie 
Sacco, School Counts! Scholarship Recipient, Dr. Maria LeBlanc, Executive Director, Bob DeSanto, Chairman, Lilly 
Kejzman, Past Chair, Sherry Kejzman Soutiere, Dr. Christine Ward Garrison, Vice-Chair, David Hemple, Treasurer
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OCtober 16, The Cumebrladn Foundation spons
OnNe neBook Author Visit to Be e 

nnnnnnnnnn
One Book Author Visit to be 

Held On 
October 14, 2026

Foundation Sponsored Programs



Thank you  son this 
to everyone who made

memorable!

Making a DIFFERENCE
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